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ADVERTISEMENT 


To the READER. 


HIS ſerves to inform thee , that it is above 

ſ ven years fine this Epiſtle was Printed in 

| Latine, the Perſon to whom it was write, 
the Heer Paets, is a Man of no mean ac-, 

compt both in the Learned and Politick World ; The 
Conference I bad with bim was lately after his return 


from Spain, where he had been Ambaſſadour from 


the United Netherlands, I diſconrſed with him 
on the ſame ſubje@t, laſt year at London , where he 
was one of the Commiſſioners for the Dutch Eaſtin- 
dian Company z but could not find him propoſe any 
thing new», nor what I could cimceive had any weight 


towarlls a Reph ;, what bis Reaſons were, not to pro= | 
fſecute this Matter further , IT hall not determine : |: 


But thus far be readily yeelded, '] hat he had been 
miſtaken in his noticn of the Mughers, for he 
foand they could make a-Reafonable Plea for 


the foundarion of their Religion- - Upon imy |] 
reading it over again, I find an inclnation in my ſelf, | 


and was perſwaded by ſome Friends, ro publiſh it in 
a Language-more obvious to dll niy Countrey Men. It 
4 Deſtion now frequently toſſed n What is the 
Ground and Foundation of Faith ? And when 


the mattcr is fifted to the bottom, it reſolves in T ra- | 
dition or Revelation z for thoſe who lay claim to || 
the Scriggure, and would make it the fountation of | _ 
4 do reſolve it but in a T radicion, when |- 

the |- 
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wok - the READER. 4s 
the Mvtives of Credibility are enquired tutts 

the \ubjeftive Revelation which they veeld, "comes 
but in the laft place , and is by themſelves termed 
medium incognirum affertiendi. Andſuch a 
Revelation thoſe of Rome will not refwſe, to influ- 
ence them to aſſent to the determination of rhe 
Chutch : $0 thoſe Proteſtants who ſay, the ſub- 
jeive opetarion of the Spitit influences them, 
(tho tliey know-not how )to believe the Serip- 
rute pt6ſented arid conveyed to them by Tra- 
ditiott, as the Di&ars of GODS Spirit, and fo 
uttderſtand them as their Preachers interpret 
therri ; differ not much, or at leaft havemor Reafon'to 
differ from the Charch of Rotne, who ſay, the Spi-- 
rit inffuencesthetn co believethe Sriprures 45 
| Res by che Chatch, and accord mpgas her 
-DoQots and Councils interptet.thern. - 4nd 
bY rieither hay any better foundation than Tradition ; 
And t5 Jheak, the truth plainly, the Farth of both r- 
ſolves in the 0theration they hate for their Dovort +, _ 

\ But whereas rhe one affi{ms, they do it y an initite 
>Submiſſſon, they thinkit decent ro ſay, tliey judpe = 
5 themn infallible. 4nd certainh, it ir moſt reaſons 
© that ſuch at affirm the firſt, believe the Lift. The other 
beeauſe they pretend they believe the Chirtchbur 
have detiycd to her infaltftli- 


the Dottort of rbeir Churth as anfyy #0 be 


1, cotfradIfied as rhe othiv, that is art ingredient goe#t0 


, the Compoſition of all Clergy-Men , ſintt it bitame s 
- Trade; -#hd went t6-maks a part of the outward po- 
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pagytas,.. . me bas flowed that. 
flee Perſecution. . I ſhart, the manter is, eafily by dron 
ate abieatrns compaſs z we believe either becau 
of ancutward -or- Inward Teſtimony, that i isÞ 
—_— 1s or ay + fo #5, . or jorgedhun : 
19%: For my part, Ithinktbe Papilts doe, 
wiſch in plating for dofollibility , for certainly 1 
tree Church ntver was-tor ax be without it : And 
"the Protaliancs does bonefily in nat claiming it, be- 
-earſe 1ht yore ſenſible they want it, 1. ſhould there- 
ofote:: defire: the oft (to; prove. that they are infallible; 
180d) advice: the Mb to believe they may, and [eek(® 
« wfttr #82100 But I am fore, mither the one is, nor #h 
without-j1p mediate. Divine 
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My Friend , 


LBEIT 1 judge I did fully anſwer toall 
thy Argumeuts in that Conterence we 
had concerning the neceſſity and poſſt- 


Jan end, and werc parting , thou would needs rc- 
1 


Jthe very hing of the Queſtion to lye : 
{might ſatisfic thy deſire, and that the Truth 
might more appear, I did further conſider of 
Jir; But the more I weighed it, I found ir the 


bility of Inward Immediate Revelation, and 


lof the certainty of True Faith from hence proceed- 


ing. Nevertheleſs, Becauſe after we had made 


mit ro my further Conf1deration , the ſtrengrh 
of thy Argument, as that in which thou ſopoted 
at 


weaker : And therefore that thou thy ſelf may 


| makethe truer Judgement of ir , I thought meer 
to ſend thee my further conſiderations thereon , 
IC which I had done err now, had nor I Bethat 
{London and elſewhere been diverted by other ne- 


ceflary occaſions ,; Wherein,. I doubt not, bur 
thou will perceive a full and diſtin anſwegs 
thy Argument. Bur if thou cannoras yet ygld 
to the T ruch, or thinks mine anſwer in any pare 


to be defetiye, ſo that there yet remains with 


thee , any marter of doubt or ſcruple I doe car- 


neſtly deſire thee, that as 1 for thy lake , and nt 


2 ) , # 4s co 
of love- to the Truth have, not been wanting toþ,& a 


examine thy Argumenr, and to tranſmitt to theeFrom w 
my. Conſiderationsthercon; So thou may givchven oblie 
thy (elf the rrouble ro write and ſend me whath the $9 
thou has further ro ſay, which my Friend N.þing don 
N. who delivers thee this,will at what time thouMjracles 
ſhall appoinc receive from thee, and tranſmitt tofyul may 
me thy Letter , that ar laſt che Truth may ap-hw GO! 
pear where it is. rove fr 
And that the whole matter may the mordoſtle ai 
clearly be underſtood , it will be fit in the firſhe Apoſ 
place, to propoſe thy Argument whereby thoukne in | 
oppoſes the Immediat Revelation of GOD in thdludes * 
Saints, thence concluding thou has fully over Miniſt 
turned the foundation of the People called £za{Queſtic 
kers. Which Argament of thine is, bear 
That fince ( as thou judges) the Beeing and SubftanFqnnex i 
of the Ubriſtian Religion confifteth in the Knowledge 0 aly of « 
and Faith concerning the Birth, Life, Death, Reſurlhont 7, 
reftion and Aſcenſion of Chrift Jeſus ; thou conſiderqq ther 
the ſubſtance of the Chriſtian Religion as a contingenty;,n by el 
truth, which contingent truth is matter of fati: whence the 
thon reaſons 5 That matter of Fat cannot be know rd ſenſe, 
but by the relation of another , or by the perception o Before 
the outward Senſes: Beeauſe there are naturally in outhry, eqx ; 
Soxlr no Ideas of contingent truths, ſuch 4s are concer iſed, 
ing neceſſary Truths : to wit, That GOD is, and th: Firſt th 
the whole is greater than the part; And fince ence of 
may without abſurdity be ſaid, that GOD cannot maſyiftgrical 
@ contingent Truth to become a neceſſary Truth ; neithggzy, ; Li 
can GOD reveal contingent Truths or matters of F > 


of 


Fo 


(1.9 
t 4s contingent Truths are revealed ; But matters of 
Wait are not revealed but by the outward Senſes : 
from whence thou concludes , That Men are not 
Fen oblieged to believe GOD producing any "Revelation 
| the Soul concerning matter of Fatt, whether of a 
*bing done or to be done , unleſs there be added ſome 
rracles obvious to the outward [enſes, by which the 
oul may be aſcertained that that Kevelation cometh 
om GOD : and this thou endeavours alſo to 
rove from the Scripture, Kom: 10, where the A- 
toltle faith, Faith cometh by hearing : And becauſe 
the Apoſtle ſpeaketh afterwards of thoſe who were 
nt in the plural number : Thence thou con- 
ludes, That to be ſpoken of outward Preaching by 
'Þe Miniſtry of Men: And fincc the Apoſtle utes 
AQueſtion, ſaying, How ſhall they believe unleſs 
besr > Thou gathers from the InduQtion and 
pnnexion of the Text, that the Apoſtle treats 
Fly of outward bearing ;, thence concluding that j 
Nithont outward bearing, Fairh cannot be produced : | 
And therefore, that there can be no Immediat Reve- | 
tion by the ſimple operation of tbe Spirit in the Mind , 
Heſs there be ſomewhat propoſed ro the Ont- 
Ard ſenſes. 
1 Before [ proceed ro a dire&t anſwer tothis Ar- 
l -" ſome things are neceſſary to be pre- 
miſcd, 
Firſt then , That is falſly ſuppoſed , that the 
ce of the Chriſtian Religion conſiſts inthe 
Aiſtoricall Faith and Knowledge of the Birth, 
Rath , Life , — and Aſcenfion of _ 
. 2 r 


, 


F- 


: C:4:) 
* | Fhat Faith and Hiſtori:all Knowledge is indeedGOD, 
* fa partof the Chriſtian Religion ; But not (uch{fr 
an Eſſential part, - as that without which-theſthe Mi, 
# | Chriltian Religion cannot conſiſt; Butan Inte-[;, aqen 
* | grallpart, which gocs to the compleating of theqyjrch, 3 
, Chriſtian Religion , as the Hands or Feet of a[$cripry; 
Man ate Integral! parts of a Man, without which] Th, 
nevertheleſs a Man may cxifſt, but notan intirqGOD 
and complear Man. nifeſt tc 
Secondly , It by Immediate Revelation be under(CHR 1s 
ſtood ſuch a Revelation of GOD as begets in oufeyen. w; 
Souls an hiſtoricall Faith and Knowledge of rhq mean. 
Birth of Chriſt in the fleſh, y! out the means Af he forg 
the holy Scripture, we'do not for ſuch a Revelaſ}arion | 
lationas commonly given orto be expetted by ur fir{ 
orany Other Chriſtians; For albeit many other ghq. 
vangelical Truths te manifeſted tous by the impang heir 
aa manifeſtation of God,not uſing the Scrig}g, ſuffer 
tureas the means:yerthe Hiſtorical Knowledge « by the. 
Chriſt is not commonly manifeſted ro us, nor yard M 
*any others, but by the holy Scripture as thithar wh 
means, and that by way of a Material Objeft, evd. Four 
as when we {ce the Perſon of Peter or Paul by thclyJe ti 
help of the Suns light ; that light of the Sun rq of Fatt, 
== the Perſon of Peter or Paul to our villyys, of 
Faculty immediately , yet not without the mſ Becauſe 
dium of that perſon concurring as a matterial Of concerc 
je# coproduce that ſight ,. while the light of gf Faq 
Sun concurrsas the formal Objed of that viſion} neceſſa 
| ſight : Sothar when a and Spiritu4.cangor 
ly know the Hiſtory- ot the Birth of Chriſty px by 
the fleſh, the Inword Revelation or Illumination 
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OD, which is like the WV. light, proceedin | 
from the Divine Sun doth ſhine into the eye 0 
Ithe Mind , and by Is influence moves the mind | 
Jroaflent unto the Hiſtorical Truth of CHRISTS | 
Birth, Life, &e. in the Reading or Hearing the 
(Scripture, or meditating therein. | 

Thirdly, Nevertheleſs we do firmly aſlert, that 
GOD can moſt cafily, clearly and certainly ma- 
niteſt ro our mins the Hiſtorical Truths of 
ICHRISTS. Birth, &c. when it ſo pleaſerh Him 
even. without the Scripture or any other outwar 
Imean-. And becauſe this Argument ſeems 
be formed againſt the poſſibilicy of ſuch a Reve- 
lation. , therefore I ſhall proceed to diſcuſc it. 
Burt ficlt, chou may mind that the Prophets | 
who forctold CHRIST'S coming in the Fleſh, | 
and heing to be born of a Virgin, and afterwards | 
Ito ſuffer Death , did know theſe Truths of FaR, 
Tby the Inward Inſpiration of GOD without Our. | 
{ward Means, for which ſee 1 Peter 1. 10, 11.Now | 
Ithat which hath been may be. G 
Foxrtbly, This Argument doth at moſt con- 
{clude that we cannot know Neatzrally any truth 
qof Fatt, but by the relation of another without 
\'us, or by the perception of the outward ſenſes ; 
Becaule there are natwrallyin our minds no Ideas 
concerning contingent Truths ( and every Truth 
'of Fat is a contingent Truth ) as there are of 
neceſſary Truths. "This then proveth that we 
'cannot natzrally know any contingent Truch 
| but by the relation of another, or perception ol 
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p 22 (a, GOD 
the outward {enſes : Bur that hindreth not, but ro be 
we may know a contingent Truth by a ſupernay as a Þ 
turall Knowledge , GOD (upplying the oe | ſpeciti 
an outward Relator, who is {o true,that he may Nar.;r 
and ought to be believed; Sich GOD is the foun{ gifting 
tain of T cuth. its 1d; 

Fifth'y , When GOD doth make knownuntd to vs. 
Men any martter of Fact byDivine immediat Re} $;x; 
yelation or Inſpiration, G' )D ſpeaking as to thq ſome 

Ear of the Heart of the inward Man, or as by ſome ! 
his Finger writting it therein. Two things arq 74es is 
to be conſidered in tuch an Immediat Kevelation. {© wh 

I. Tdmateriale, The matter of fat orthing know 
revealed which is contingent. of GC 
Sp Toformale = The forme or mode ” hoy naturz 
the Revelation is made, which forme is atþ ewral 1 
Inward,Divine and ſxpernaturall Revelation, whicl Voice 
isthe voice or ſpeech of GOD, inwardly ſpeaking the vo 

rotheEar of the inward Man, or Mind of Spirit, 


or a Divine wrirting, ſupernaturally imprinted pernary 
therein. Now as to the matterial! part , or thi Divin 
thing and matter revealed ; This is indeed 4 Virtu' 
contingent Trurth,and of it (elf is not manifeſt r4 who h 


the Mind, but becauſe of the form , that is,be] our m 

' cauſe of the Divine mode and ſupernaturall inward of GC 
operation, the matter is known to be true: Foy rue. 

”*  , that Divine and Supcrnacural ſnward Operatio Sev: 

| which the Mind doth feel and perceive in it ſelf | Tywar, 

| isthe Voice of GOD ſpeaking unto Man, whicl{ yg or 

i | by its Natzre and ſpecifick Property , is as clearly Inwar, 


diſtinguiſhed and underſtood to be the Voice ol 
GOD 


Pagina the pes. 


( 7 hp | 
GOD. as.the-voice of Peter or James is known ' 
ut ro! be the voice of ſuch Men : for every Beeing | . 
4 as a Beeing is knowable , and that by irs own 
| ſpeciti.-k Nature or Property proceeding from: is | 
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Nature. and hath its proper [ez by which it's 
diſtingniſhable from every otherthing, if ſo. be! * 
it's 14:2 beſtirred up in us, and clearly propoſed ! * 
ko vs. = 
| Sixthly , Now as ſome Beeings are Natwral, | 
{ome Supernatural 3 {> {ome Ideas are Natural, | 
ſome Si:pernatural : And as when any natural / 
Ides is excited in us, we clearly know ir. Soal 
ſo when a ſupernatural Idea is railed , we clearly 
know that whereof it is the Idea: but the Voice. 
of GOD ſpeaking tothe mind of Man, isa ſuper. | : 
natural Beeing , and ſtirreth up in us a ſwperne- | 
trral Idea, by which we clearly know that inward | : 
Voice to be' the Voice of GOD, and+-not\ 4 
the voice or operation of another , or of 'any evil | * 
Spitie, or Angel, becauſe none of rheſe has a ſw- 
pernatwral Idea , - as the Voice of GON, and his © 
Divine Operation hath; for it is full of Vigour, 
Virtue, and DivineGlory , as faith che Pſalmiſt, * 
who had often experience of it , and we alſoin | - 
our meaſures are witnedles thereot, tor the Voice | » 
of GOD is known to be his by its Divine Vir./3 
tue. *{ 
Seventhly,, The ſenſes are cither Outward or 
Inward, and the Inward ſenſes are cither Natu- 
rel or Supernatural: We have an cxample of the * 
Inward Natural Scnſc in being Angicd or _ 
C ; 
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| fied, in Loveand Hatred, or when we perceive 
 anddiſcern any Natural Truth, (fuch as the Na- 
+ tural Maxims, to wit, Thet the whole is greater 


” then the part : or when we deduce any Concluſion 
* by theſtrength of Natural Reaſon, that Percep- 
* tionalſoin a larger ſenſe may be called an #m- 
* ward Senſe. But an Example of an Inward ſuper- 
| natural Senſe is, when the Heart or Soul of a pi- 
| ous Man feels in it ſelf Divine Motions, Influences, 
| | and Operations, which ſometimes are as the yoicc 
+ | or ſpeech of GOD, ſometimes as a moſt plea- 
| | fant and glorions Illuſtration or viſible Obje& to 
+ | the inward Eye, Sometimes as ' a moſt ſweet Sa. 
| vour or Taſte,ſomerimes as a Heavenly and Di- 
- | vine Warmneſs, or( foto ay cw, of 
> the Soul in the Love of GOD. Moreover this 
| | Divine and ſupernatural Operation in the Mind of a 
{| Man isa true and moſt glorious Miracle, which 
* | when iris perceived by the Inwerd and ſupernatursl 
| | Sexſe, divinely raiſed up in the Mind of Man, 
- {doth fo evidently and Gros perſwade the Un- 
* | derſtanding to aſſent to the thing revealed , that 
- | there isnG need ofan outward Miracle ; for this 
- | Aﬀent is not becauſe of the thing it ſclt, but be- 
3 | cauſe of the Revelation propoſing ir , which is 
#! rhe Voice of GOD : For when the Voice of 
GOD is heard in the Soul , the Soul doth as 
- | certainly conclude the truth of that Voice as the 
- \truch of GOD'S Recing, from whom it proceeds. 
Theſethings being thus J_— I now pro- 
 reedtoa dirett Anſter: For what is = Br 
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(9) Y 
GOD cannot make a I, "WO Truth to'be- 
come neceffaric Trath, I agree : But when atly 
Contingent Truth is maniteſt to us by the Inmediat 
Revelation of GOD : .There is in-it two c—_ k- 


be conſidered, to wir, the thing revealed-w 
is Contingent ; And the Revelation it ſelf , which 
upon the Suppoſirion that ir is a Divine Revela- 1 - 
tion, is no contingent Truth, but a moſt Neceſſorie | 
Truth. And thisa!l mankind will ſay, that this, * 
Propoſition, Every divine Revelation is neceſſarly tre, ; 
is asclear and evident as that Propoſition , That | © 
every Whole is greater then its Part. 2; 
But-thou wilt ſay, how knows thou that a ,. 
Divine Revelation is a Divine Revelation ? I anſwer | 
how knows thou that a Whole is a Whole, and. : 
a Part isa Part> Thou wilt 'fay, by the natw-j; 
ral Idea excited in me of a Whole and of a Parthy 
Ianſwer again, even ſo, a Divine Revelation'#* 
known to be (ſuch by a Supernatural Idea of Dii- 
vine Reyelation ſtirred up inus, and a | 
Divine Motionor Swpernatzral Operation. 
it is no wonder that Men who have no Exp | 
ence of Supernatural Ideas , or at leſt do not heed\# 
them, doe deny them; which is as if a man nary) 
rally blind denyed Light, or Colours; or a deal 
man Sounds, becauſe they experience them nor. F 
Therefore we cannot diflemble that we feel a 
fervent Zeal,even Divinely kindled in us againſt - 
ſuch an abſurd opinion, as affirms,That God cannot 
aſcertain us of his will in any contingent Truth , but 
propoſing it to the outward Senſes, This Opinion does 
in 7 
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| (10 ) 
ina manner turn Men into brutes, as: if Man 
[were notto believe his GOD, unleſs he propoſe 
*{ what is to be belicved to the outward Senles, 
>| which the beaſts have common with us; yea ir 
- | derogats from GOD's Power , and imputes 
{ weakneſs to him, as if he could not. do that 
| which not only both good and evil Angels can 
; doc, but which the meaneſt Creatures can doe 
- , and the moſt unſenſible; As for inſtance, the hear 
- of the fire,the coldneſs of the Air,& Water work- 
+ th upon usyea if a Pinn prick us, we feel ir,& that 
- * by the outward Senſe ; becauſe rhe Objefts are 
" | outward and-carnal. But ſince GOD is a moſt 
' Pure and Glorious Spiric , when he operateth in 
the Innermoſt parts of our Minds by his will 
+ Shall nothe and his will be clearly felt accordivg 
go bis Nature > T hat is by a ſpiritual and ſuper- 
eral Senſe ; Forasthe Nature of GOD 1s, {o 
Narure of his will, to wit, purcly ſpiritual; 
herefore requireth a Spiritual Senſe ro diſcern 
1th which Spiritxal Senſe when it is raiſed up in us 
kþby a divine Operation, dothas clearly and cer- 
tainly know the voice or revelation of the will 
fGOD, concerning any thing which GOD is 
ſed to reveal however Contingent , as the out- 
ward Senſe knows,and perceives the Outward Ob- 


je&: And itisno leſs abſurd to require ofGOD, 
 {}whois a moſt pure Spirit , to manifeſt his 
/ will ro Men by the outward Senſes, elfe not to be 
| | credited; Asto require usto {ce founds, and hear 
: Light and Colonrs. For asthe Objcas of the 
out- 
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© 8) | 
outward Senſesare not ro be confounded , but-? 
every Objett is ro bave its proper Senſe : So * 
muſt we judge of inward and ſpiritual Objeas, 
which have their proper Senſe, whereby they are. : 
to be perceived. And tell me how God doth 
manifeſt his will concerning matters of Fat, * 
when he ſends his Angels ro men , ſince Angels ? 
( as is commonly received _) have not outward 
Senſes or ar leaſt not fo groſs ones as ours are 2 : 
Yea,when Men dye and apcar betore the Tribu- 
nal of GOD, whether unto eternal Life or Þ 
ath , how can they know this having laid ? 
down their bodies, and therewith their outward # 
Senſes 2 And nevertheleſs this Truth of GOD* 
is a Truth of Fat, as is the hiſtoricall Truth of 
Chriſts Birth in the Fleſh. And which js yery 
more near ; how do good and holy Menever..ia# 
this Life moſt certainly know that they are an} 
Favour and Grace with GOD ? No Onutward® 
Revelation doth make this known unto them, * 
bur the Spirit ( as faichthe Apoſtle ) beareth wit- * 
neſs with our —_— that we are the Children of GOD. 
For the meer Teſtimonie of a human Conſcience, j 
without the inward Teſtimonie of the holy Spi 
rit , cannot beget in us a firm and immoyve: le; 
Teſtimony of our Sonſhip , becauſe the Hearth 
of Man is deceitfull , and it the Teſtimony? 
thereof were true, at moſt ir is but a Human Tel-? 
timonie which begerteth in us only an human} 
Faith; Bur rhat Faith by which holy Men be-" 
lieve they are the Sons of GOD is a Divine! 
Faith,” 


*n © 7 
f Faith, which leans upon s Divine Teſtimony of the 
ly Spirit, witneffing in them that they arc 


3 


* the Sons of GOD. Morcover when a good Man 
& feels in himſelf that undeclarable Joy of the ho- 
ly Spirit , concerning which the boly Scripture 
Lt , and which is the common Priviledge ot 
the Saints, how or whence feels he this Joy? 
+ Truely this Argument concludes no leſs againſt 
| this Heavenly Spiritual Foy which is begotten inthe 
. Souls of the Saintsby the holy Spirir , then ir 
, does againſt the immediat Revelation of GOD ; 
| ;for there is no natzral Idea in Men of this ſpiri- 
| tual Joy , elſe meer natural Men, yea ſuch as 
and ungodly would teel it as much 
ly: But uſe it is @ Supernatural 
# thing, T heretore it can have no true Idea, but what 
$4 Supernatural. Morcover whence is it that pro- 
-phanc Men feel fometimes in themſelyes the 
4 Wrathof GOD as Fice , when all things as to 
| the outward go as — with them as with 
the Golly, and oftentimes more proſperouſly ? 
*. For there is no natxral Idea in Men of this 1n- 
> ward Wrath of GOD : There is alſo an inward 
»-Gricf oftentimes raiſed up in Wicked Men from 
-*the ſenſe of this Wrath of GOD, which very 
- much vexcth and tormenteth their Minds , and 
nevertheleſs this Grief hath no natural Idea in us : 
- For oftentimes wicked Men feel not this Sorrow, 
for God ſometimes is, as it were ſilent whilc 

- the Wicked fin, as in Pſalm © 
- All whichthings do moſt clearly Ny 
3 that 
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(28307 | 
that thereare in Men Swpernatural Ideas of ſuper-1 
natural Beeings; which 1deas are nevertheleſs not} 
perceived by us unleſs they be ſtirred up by ſome] 
Supernatural Operation of COD , which raiſeth up}: 
in us Supernatural and Spiritual, Senſes which byY 
their Nature are as diſtinguiſhable from the na-Þ 
tural Senſes whether inward or owtward ,- asthe* 
natural Senſes are diſtinguiſhed one from another 
by their ſpecifick Difference. Of which Spiricual 
Senſes the Scripture ſpeaks frequently, as Heb. 5. | 
and 14. Where is ſpoken of the Spiritual ſenſes 
in general, by which the ſpiritual Man hath the * 
diſcerning of Good and Evil ; which Good isof 
2 ſpiritual Nature, and conduceth to feed in 
a Spiritual and Divine Life; And the Evil is 
that kind by which the ſpiritual Lite is in us hum * 
To wit Sins, whether carnal or ſpirimal: All ? 
which cannot be diſcerned but by ſuch who have 
Spiritual Senſes ſtirred up in them, as laith the A-" 
poltle. In other places the Scripture alſo ſpeaketh 
of theſe Spiritual ſenſes,in particular,as of the Spi- * 
ritual {ecing: Pſ: 3 4. 9. Of the ſpiritual Hearing, 
Pſ: 85. and 9. Of fpiritual Taſting, P34. 8. Of: 
Spiritual ſmelling,Canr. 1.3.0f Spiritual og, 
Air 17:8.and in many other placesof Scripture: 
we read of thoſe Spritual Senſes in particular. 
Yea,it is the Promiſe of the Goſpel,thar The glory: 
of GOD ſhall be ſeen of holy Men, {uch as are clean. 

Heart, even in this Life : Iſa. 33. 17. Mat: F» 
8. ry rey fulfilled in _ primitive Chriſt» 
ans, ſee I. I4. 1 Jobn 1. 1,2, 3.4. 2 Cors 

bi og 


3-18. and Chap. 4. 6. Burt what is 


| a9 
» of GOD and Divine Glor! which the Soules of 
* the Saints enjoy in this Lif: , which is only as 
| the Earneſt or firſt Fruits of that more abundance 
*Klorious Viſion in the Life to come, concern- 
- Ing which the Scripture ſo much declarerh , 
; _ is the higheſt happineſs of | the Immortal 
* Soul. 
For this Argument ſeemeth to dor no lefs In- 
+ jury tothe Saints , then to rob them of this moſt 
| glorious Treaſure, both in this Life and that ro 
- come ; For there is in us ao Natura! Idea of this 
* Divine Glory, as there is not of GOD himlelf, 
* which is any wayes proportionable unto ſo great 
* Happineſs which the Scripture lo much declar«th 
of, by which the Godly are rewarded, partly in 
* this Life, and plenatly in that which is to come. 
: We confeſs indced, there is in all Men as well 
Godly as ungodly, ſome ſort of Ideaof GOD, 
tar of @ moſt perfe} Beeing ; and that therefore this 
| > Ition, There exiſteth a moſt perf@ Beeing,doth 
Las clearly appear to Human underſtanding, as 
ca the whole is greater then the part , And therc- 
-forc this-propolition , That a moſt þerfeft Beeing ex- 
my to be numbred among the Principalls 
ot themſelves are maniteſt ; Buz this 1des of 
God is as. manifeſt to Ulngodly as ro Godly 
Men, -yea is as clearly perceived by the Devill, 
asby the moſt holy Angels , for all che Devills 
know tharGOD is; Bur yer how blind isthe 
Devil, and all wicked Men as to the Viſion 
of GOD, which is the chicf reward of the 
ants. There 


(15 ) | 
There is then either no ſuch Viſion of GOD, } 
neither in this Life nor in that ro come, or there} - 
1$ a Supernatural Idea of GOD inws, by which we | - 
are made capable of this Viſion. Which $#- 7 
pernatzerall Idea of GOD , difftereth much from 
that Natural Idea of GOD , which Carteſms and 
his followers ſo much talk of, ( albeirtothers 
long betore Cartefius did obſerve this Natural Tdea 
of GOD, and ſp.xke of it) But the happireſs of the 
Saints conſiſts not in contemplating this Natwrall 
Idea of GOD ,, Elſethe wicked would be as hap- . 
py as the Godly, yea the very Devill asthe 
moſt holy Angel ; Sinceas is ſaid, both the De- 
vill and moſt wicked Men doeas clearly per- 
ceive this Natural Idea of GOD, as the moſt holy 
Men or Anpels. 
If the Scriptures then be true, there is in Men a | 
Supernatural Idea of GOD , which altogether dit- | 
fers from this naturall Idez, I ay, in ell Men; 
Becauſe all men are capable of Salvation ; and | 
conſequently, of injoying this Divine Viſton: * 
Now this capacity conſiſteth herein , that they 7 
have ſuch a Supernatural Ides in themſelves: For, : 
if there were no (uch Ides in them ic were im» * 
poſſible they ſhould ſo know God : For what- 
ſoever is clearly and Diftintly known , is known by its 
proper Idea , nether can otherways be clearly and; 
diſtinctly known ; For the Ideas of all things 1 
are Divinly planted in our Souls, for they are |* 
not begorren in us by outward objects, or out- | 
ware cauſcs, ( As the better Philoſophy — 4 


( 16 
butonly are by theſe outward things excited or 
ſtirred up: And this is true not only in Swper- 


* natural Ideas of GOD, and things Divine , and in 


Natwrsl Ideas of the naturall i'rincipals of Human 


" underſtanding, and concluſions thence deduced 
| by the ſtrength of human reaſon; bur even in the 
* Ideas of outward objefts, which are perceived by 


the outward Senſes; As that noble Chriſtian 
Philoſopher Boetizs hath well obſerved, to 


" which alſo the Carteſian Philoſophie agreeth : For 


when I fee any outward obje&, - whether it be a 
Man, or Horſe, or Bird , the outward object 
does not-treat in my eyc, nor yet in my mind 


” the des of thoſe things; For the outward objeft 


- 


does nothing but Imprint in our ſenſible Organs 


* aCorporall motion: Now there is nothing in 
> a Corvorall motion that can form inus, the | 
' Ideas of thoſe things; For all Ideas are of a Spi- |' 


ritual Nature: Now nothing that is Corporall |: ; 2] 


a 


v 
« 
” 
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can produce that which is Spirituall, becauſe the 


leisexcellent cannot producc the more excellent, 


Elſe the efic&t would exceed its cauſe, which is 


| _— all ſound reaſon that ir ſhould bring forth 
W 


were of a higher and more excellent kind. 
Therefore all Ideas whether Of Natural or Spirit- |" 
wall things, are Divinly implanted in our minds; 
Which nevertheleſs do not alwaycs appear, bur |* 


{ſometimes appear , and ſometimes are as it were |' 
-hidin us, and ſometimes are ſtirred up in us 


by cauſcs outward or inward , and again do as it 


were {leepand ſhun our obſeryation , and ſeem ('*: 


not 
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| agof Hear and Gold ? of Geet and Joy: It BY 


| follows allo that there. are Ideas of ſupernatural 
' #bingr concerning the Divine and ſupernatural 
| hit of the Divine and Supetnaturall 
| Wotld, As I1ear of thoſe things above 
, Menrioned iri the Spititual World ; And as 
the Natural Ideas ate ſtirred up in us by out- 
yard atid Natural Bodier; So thoſe Divine and 
Fpenateral Tdeas ate ſtitred up in usby a cer- 
faih Principle, which is a body in naturalls in 
elatfon to the $pirftuatl Wotld ; And there- 
ote may be called a Divine Body ; Not as if 
ir were a patt of GOD, who is a moſt piire 
Spirit, But the Organ or Inflrument of GOD , by 
ich he worketh in us and ſfirreth ap iti us 
chefe [dear of Divine-things , This is that Fleſh 
and Bliod of Chrift, by which the Saitits are 
nuriſhed, which is a Myſtery to all unregene- 
raced and meer natural Meri, tiever ro be 
Ret by them, whiſle they retnaine in chat 


\* Now if there be ſuch Supernatural Ideas , 
there arc allo Seſes, ot Petceptive fatulties ky 
which thoſe 14eas are perceived , for thoſe are 
two relatives thar ſuppoſe arid inferr one an- 
other: Bur ini wicked men thoſe Setifes or 

«factdties do as itwete ſleep ( as the Vitſive fa- 
calty ofa'blind man ) But in che Godly dey 
are ſtirred up. Now by* theſe Divine and $pi- 
ritual! Senſes which ate diſtin& and diftin- 

« puiffable from alf the naturall faculties ofthe 
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Soul, whether of Imagination or natural! rea»; 
ſon , Spirituall minded men do behold che 


- Glory and Beauty of GO1), In xeſpe& where- 


of and for which all the Glory of this World 
is deſpicable tro thems Yca even as droſs 
and dung , and they alſo hear GOD Inwardz 
ly ſpeating in there Sonls.words rruly Divine and 
Heavenly , full of Virtue avd Divine Lite , 


[And they favour and taſte of Divine things, 


and doe as tt were handle chem, with the hands 
of the:r Souls , And choſe Heavenly Enjoy- 
ments do as realy diflzr in their nature from 
all falſe *fimilitudes and fatitious appeatances 
of them, which cither the mind of Man by 
its own ſtreng:h can imitate , of any evill 
ſpirit to deceive man can countertit , as a true 
Man diticrs from the dead Image of a Man , 
or truc Bread, Honey, Wine or Milk doch from 
the meer Pifture of choſe things. And albeit 
either the Imagination of Man or ſubtilicy of 
the Devil -may Counterfic talſe likeneſles of 
theſe Injoymiencs, by which men may bede- | 
ceived;and nodoubt many are deceived; That | 
doth nor hinder but that thoſe divine Injoy-: 
mentesate clearly perceived in ſuch in whom/ 
the Divine and ſpirituall ſenſer are truly opened, \ 
and the true Swpernaturall Ideas of thoſe things 
truly raiied up; And if there be at any tinea 
miſtake, the Divine Ilumination is not the cauſe 


-| of that miſtake, but ſome evill diſpoſition of 


che Mind,as happenerh . thoſe things relating 
2 r0 


/Reafury Frachavo ur thiatiy falſe 7 
of Reaſon, which difter as mucn 


£0 
ES Reaſon/as hoſe falſe armt/prevended 
R ard Diabolicall Infpirarions from 


ſth? as are traly Divine. ' Now How nal! 
po $a wonll 'be eſtermed Philoſophers, 


erably deceived" by thoſe falſe likeneſ: 1” 
ſecs 'of oy 'Tadging thicir f4lſe Reaſons to! 


be the true fimilitudes of things and ſolid Ras: 
rioeſnarione; which nevertheleſs moverh no+ 


py of (rnd Riſon-' to reject found and ſo]; 


lid Reaſon; as doubrfull and uncenain: For! 
| ever {ſoutid* naturali Reaſori «is'an excellents 


{| '5f GOD, and'very uſctulltomankindy ſome, 


| E: 7 wed itt its proper place ;\ {Burt 'ler tone! 
_ t0'compretiend by their nararall-reaſon! 
thar are of! a divine | and ſupernatural 


''And' as we uſe to do which'any one is 
lvell'b falſe appearantes' of Reafor';” we 
+ ro' redilee them ro' contemplate rh& 


wall 1deat 'of naturall things ,”and'to 
ate therein, ' which is as 4" TH, 4+ Toweh: 
which'all' rhe appearances ard likeneſ- 
fey' Fx of Reaſon are'ro''be exatnined ,'if they 
_— thern to be rejeQted': ''So alſo whet! 

| fie is' deceived by hisown Imagi ti004 
6t' "the cunning 'df: fatan'; rhinking any? evi 
inſpirariot of tHedevil' ro be 4' 111i: DVvitie 

| AevelariN, 'He'thur'is ſo deceived; ie IPO 


hr ror toithe narikiall Teas of 'C| 
"Revelation doth.c 2 
them 


thir "prevenided 


"at" 6 pies "IN 
them; Far no-zruc. Divine "RL can.con- 
1rradict the true, natural]. Idea.) hal to, he Super- 
{natural Ideas'of Divine things,, which arc one 
| —_— 4 Llear and \obviqus.to,, f 
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|that-which/is thowght:tg be a Dayine Revelati 

]&felrto contradift any Diving and, | 

| ids ; which is clearly perceived inche, Soul, 44 | 

a manifeſt roken-that-ir.is not, a, Pivine Revelnr | 
cithera falle nation, Or. "y ma 

ed ugeſtion of ſome evill (pjrir, 

Ft Bus to proceed.if we wil napahe rem 
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us: aFhar GOD: hath OREN . bus (re) 

1#4; &ven concerning tingent ; Tzu 
| yore, it-the Prophets, As:t ta the hrs Q 
the Hebe- dock evidently declars j: 6D ah 


T2 y 
at fundry times, and in diverſe manners ſpoke to on 
Fathers in the Prophets, *Yea let us hear the 
Prophers themſelves. Hvſea Chap: 1. faith 
plainly , That the Word of the LORD was mad 
in bim, As it is in the Heb. Hehakuk alſo ayes 
4 be was ſtanding on bis Wateh to ſee what feb:wak 
would ſpeak in hm: And it is lo maniteſt that 
the moſt Heavenly Revelations are by Inwar« 
Ilhtrations and Diſpirations in che very minds of 
the Prophets, That it is ftrange how any that 

behevesrhe Scriprare ſh-1ld doubt of it. Anc 
if it happened at any time ſuch Revelations 
were made in the naturall Imaginations of 

the Prophets,or any of their Inward '\acurall 
Senſes , Then it may be confcfſed, they could 
not he infallibly certain they came from 
GOD, unleſs they allo felt GOD in the Devin 

and Supernaturall Senſes;by which they did moſt 
neerly approach ty him, from rheſe Superior 
ard moſt Inward Senſes working upon the 
lower and leſs noble Facultics of the Mind. 
; But which ever way the Prophets were certain 
| that they were Inſpired of GOD, even 
| when they forerold Contingent Truthy tocoms ; 
| It is wichour d wubt they were moſt certainly 


' perſwaded that they were Dzvinly Inſpired , and} 


| that frequently withomn any Outward Miracle; For 
—_ the Baptift did no. Miracle , an1 many 
ropheſi:d where there appeate! no Miracle, 
3s in the Scripture may be often obſerved. 
And, we alſo by the Inſpiration of the ſame ns 
pirit 


Sctipt 


'£) 


'S 


wwe... 
Spirit by which the Feghey propheſied do! 


3 
belicve their Words and Writtings to be Di-" 
vine concerning Contingent Truths, ag well 


paſt as to come; elſe thar Faith by which we 
belicye che Scripcure would not be Divine bur 


" meerly Humane: And thence we need no 
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outward Miracles tro moye us to Belieye the 
Sctiptures, And therefore much lels were they / + 
neceſlary to the Prophers who Write them ;' 
For we ſee in many places of the Prophets, | 
where they declare Prophefics as reyealed ro 
themof GOD, there is not a word mentions | 
cd of any outward Miracle, as thatby which | - 
alone they were certain of it. Moreover the 
falſcacſs of this Argument doth appear,in that 
the Scripture doth _ declare many Contingent 
Truths to have been revealcd tothe Prophets 
in Dreams: . Now as naturall and wicked men 
donot ſce what they dream,by a reall percep- 
tion of che Outward Senſes, but by Inward 
Ideas which are preſented tothe Mind and per- 
ceived by it; ſo it is alſo in Divine Revelations of 
this nature, Ot which we have a clear Exam- 
ple in Joſeph the Huſband of the Bleſſed Vir- - ; 
in, who when he obfſerycd his Wife with 7 
hild, was told.in a Dream, That She ha 7 
Concewwed- by -the Holy (Ghoſt. Now I 
would Know, to which of Joſeph's Outward - 
Senſcs was this reycaled > or what miracle had 

he to Induce him to: Belieye> Which could 
neither- be proved, ( ſo as to make an =_ © 
ible 
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( IF ) | 
things cant be by »be outward ſinſes:, either #9 | 
the -ehirf-or only means , as. is falſly com / 
fended for. ” | LOS, aprmant prgang dl 
-” Now-as to the(e wordsof the Apoſtle, Rom. 
10. "That © Faith comes by, Hearing 5 Tuinghay 
obſerved well ,” That 'the Apoſtle- intended 
not toaffirm Faith rocome by the hcaringt 
the Outward Word, Neither dothy thetollowmy 
wotds* prove it , - How ſhall they Believe 
they bear ? Ana how ſhall they hear withoat # 
Preacher > And how ſhall they Preach unlefs 'they 
be ſent: For the Apoltle uſes theſe words -naot 
ths Arguments, -bur as: 'Objeftions- which 
'miight betormed , As the ſame: Apoſtle uſes 
'in other -places; To which Objeftions he 
anſwers in che fame Chapter; as appears veric 
118; But” I ſay, bavetbey novall heard ? "Ter teu- 
H, theiy Voice tvent* into © all the Earth; That (is 
"of tbe Father and Son,” Or the Father inthe Word, 
which Word is not only neer ws , But (. accord- 
ing to the: ſame Apoſtle,” .in the ſame Chap- 
iter ) in our Mouths, -and in' ox» Hearts. - Burt 
' further chou can-conclude nothing-from-this, 
But. that ' Faith is begotten by Ontward-\Heari 
only. and no otherwiſe: - For this: is the-ſtrength 
of thy Argument; That ſinee Faith cannot bewrith-\ 
' out "Outward "Hearing; Therefore nothing fan! , 
be certainly -believed;; but: where ſomewhar 
is propoſed ro rhe Ozrward Hearing:, Fot it 
thow acknowledge Faich''can be begotten any 
' otherwiſe 'then:by Hearing, thou: looſes" rhe 
[: ſtrengths. - 


Chriſtian Religion : 


(29 ) 

lirength of thy Argument : And. it that 
gument hold That Faith comes only by 
Outward Hearing , thou deſtroyes the whole 
Hypothefis , For having before affirmed 
that outward miracles are ſufficient to rend- 
er One certain of the Truth of any Reve- 
lation; choſe miracles whether it be the 
healing of the Sick, or the railing of the 
Dead, would avail nothing , becauſe thoſe 
( as for moſt part all miracles) are ob- 
vious to the ſight, not to the Hearing: 
And it it be not by Outward Hearing only, 
thou can conclude nothing from this place. 
But I the more wonder, thy uling of this 
Argument, conſidering the Diſcourſe we 
had together before we -<ntred upon this 
de bare; 
the Opinions of a certain Perſon, who de- 
nyed the certainty of eyery thing, but what 
was diſcerned by the outward Senſes, thou 
condemned as moſt abſurd ; But why, | 
cannot. Conceive ſince there js no great 
difference b:twixt thoſe two Opinions, the 
one ſaith 3 There can be no certainty concerning 
any Trath , whether they be neceſſary or Cantin- 
geat, but by the perception of the Senſes 


For whcn we were ſpcaking of 


The other affirms the (ame of Continge 
Trathy , though not of ey Truths 
among the number of tinge 
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(27 ) 
the neceſſary Truths only to belong to { 
naturall Religion. This then is all the 
diflerence that that other Perſon lays , 
Th:re is ro certainry of any Religion, nei- 
ther Naturall ror Chriltzan but by the 
perception of the Ourward Senſes ; Bur 
thou ſayes, though thou Eſtecms the Cer- 
tainry of Naturall Rei-ion £o be without 
them, yct n-t of tre Chriſtian Religion. 
Buc again ſince thou Eſtcems that not Na- 
turall Religion but the Chriſtian Religion 1s 
neceſliry to Salvatin ; Thou muſt nece{ 
larly conclude, That thſe Truths which are 
neceſſary to Salvation are enly known and belei- 
ved by the benefit of the Outward Senſes: In 
which Concluſion, which is the Summ of 
all, thou yields the Matter to that other 
Perſon. Bur laſtily , It all rhe certainty 
of our Faith, Hipe, and Salvation, did de- 
pend upon the Tntallibility of outward Sen- 
{:s, we ſhould be moſt wilcrable; fince theſe 
Senſcs can be eaſily deceived, and by many 
outward Caſualitics, and Naturall infirmi- 
tics, whcreunto the Godly are no leſs (ub- 
ject then the wicked are often vitiated 
and there are ( as the Scripture affirms ) 
falſe miracles which as ro the outward cannot 
be diſtinguiſhed from the "True, of which 
we cannot infallibly Judge by rhe outward 
Senles, which only diſcern what is out- 
ward. 


There 


q 
: 
£ 
: 


Pg 8 a. 


Ro 


= & 51 

? 4 There 'is 4 ' necethty: then to have te- 
*rourfe ro ſorne 'other Means. © 

© From' all which 'it does appear how: fal- 
lacious and 'weak this Argument is ,; \ but 
"thariks be ufiro GOD, who would not that 
Faith ſhould be built upon» ſo uncer- 
tain and doubtfull a Fountation: : And 
Whoever hath known True Faith, or hath 
felt-the Divine Teſtimony of GOD'S Spt- 
tit iti his Soul; will! jndge otherwiſe , mei- 
ther will be 'moved by tuch Reaſfonines ; I 
pray GOD therefore remove theſe Clouds 
Which' darken thy Underſtanding , that 


ST.” This is © that Saving Word 

Grace which 1 commend'thee unto; And 
that GOD 'may _ thee a Heart inclin- 
4ble” ro belicyc 'and obey the Truth, is the 


defire 'of, WAS 
_ '' Thy Faithfull Freind , - 
21419 R. BARCLAY. - 


_ 'may perceive + the Glorious Golpell | 
\6f 


4! The'2ath. ofthe Month, 
(7! (Called, November, 1676. 

Tt; 2; 5; 

Fr 1et 31 i113 F ; , | : 

( DbiciLetter a Tear ago 9t the deſire of my Freind, 
iR:K. I. delivered into the hayds of . the aforenamed 

-Uſnibeſiadonr ,; deſiring bis anſwer in goritting, which 

' he. #ben promuſed ; but. nod; having, as yet done , It 
was ſeen mertto. be publiſhed. Ls, ho 

B. Fpzu, 
+44, Rotterdam the 28 of March; wn, 
1678, 
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